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ABSTRACT 



This is the 20th publication in a series that provides an 
overview of various aspects of education in South Africa. As in the past, the 
purpose is to give a broad perspective on education in South .Africa . 

Obtaining data remains a concern, as provinces still experience difficulties 
collecting and capturing data. Data show that the total number of learners in 
the system has decreased by 6%, a result of the entrance age policy of the 
government, fewer grade 12 failures returning to school, and possibly 
health-related reasons. The majority of learners in the educational system 
are still female. Of great concern is the number of under-qualified teachers, 
and addressing this need must be a priority with the national and provincial 
education departments. The matric (matriculation examination) results were 
better in 2000, and the national pass rate for the first time approached that 
of 1994 at 58%. The publication includes an overview of university and 
technikon (technical school) staff along with student enrollment data. 

Learner enrollment projections are made up to the year 2010. No official 
figure is available for HIV/AIDS cases, so this important variable is not 
included in projections. The final graph compares the results of grade 12 
students at the end of 2000 with United Nations Monitoring of Learners' 
Achievement (MLA) and the Third International Mathematics and Science Study 
results. Data are supplied for nine provinces and, in some cases, additional 
divisions and the country as a whole. Data include the number of teachers and 
their qualifications, student enrollment for each province by grade and 
gender, matric test results by subject and province, and province, 
university, and technical school enrollment, and achievement data. (Contains 
14 figures.) (SLD) 
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Fig. 1 : Learners according to province, 2000 
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KwaZulu-Natal has the largest number of learners, nearly a quarter of the total number of learners in South Africa. More than 50% of all learners 
came from the three largest education departments. The totai number of learners during 2000 was less than the 1999 total of 12 313 899. Although 
there were fewer girls than boys in the primary school, the majority of the learners in the secondary school was girls. 




g. 2: Number of educators according to qualifications and school level, 2000 
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Nationally 76 839 educators (22,4%), have less than three years of teacher training. There seems to be an urgent need especially for subject content 
training of these and also educators in the other categories. 
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Fig. 3e: Learner enrolment according I Fig. 3f: Learner enrolment accordin 
to gender in the MPUMALANGA, 2000 I to gender in the NORTHERN CAPE, 20 
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Fig. 4a: IVIatric results (numbers) per province, 2000 ■ Fig. 4b: IVIatric pass rate per province, 2000 
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Table 1: Grade 12 examination results per province, 1994 — 2000 

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 
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5a: Results of subjects (nuinbers) according to Fig. 5b: Pass rates according to subject and 

gender, 2pp0 gender, 2000 
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Fig. 6a: Results for Biology, Mathematics and Physical Science in the matriculation 

examination, 2000 
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Fig. 7a: Popularity of Biology, Mathematics and Physical Science in the matriculation 

examination, 2000 
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Fig. 8: Number of students at universities according to gender, 2000 
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Fig. 9: Personnel at universities, 2000 
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Fig. 10: Number of students at technikons according to gender, 2000 










CM 



~r 

C30 




SpUBSnOLll 



waters- 

rand 


CN 


CO 

00 

CM 


1 ^ 




m 








ll = 


’ s 


m 

h- 


1^1 


in 


o 


1 >= 






1 






9 ^ 


m 


05 


9 15 




00 


■ i- 

■ 0. 


T™ 


05 


1 £ 




Tf 


1 15 


00 


o 


9 ^ 




r^ 


1 ^ 




co 


! Cu 






1 — 






I 3 


o 


T" 


1 ^ 


CM 


00 




00 


r^ 


1 C 




1 (V 


ro 








1 P ^ 






Ml 


o 


T“ 


r^ 


CM 


1 "c 3 


r^ 


00 


1 O cd 






II ^ 






M 




00 


<N 


CO 


1 f 


CO , 


CO 


1 o 


r- 


CM 


II z 






1 ^ 




CM 


CO 


CO 


1 

1 ^ 


05 


m 








, 3 






1 f 


CM 


m 


1 O 

1 t/3 


05 


o 




m 


CO 


1 ‘OC 
1 S= 


CM 


CM 


1 ^ 










, c 






1 2 


CO 


y— 


1 *3 


00 


05 


1 ^ 


CM 


m 








1 S 






1 2 






1 n 


CO 


CO 


1 (X 


05 


r^ 


1 


o 


00 


1 a; 


CO 


CM 


1 ul 






1 c 

1 ^ 0) 
1 B S' 


s 


m 

QO 


1 ^ ^ 


in 


m 


a O 

LU 


t- 


CM 


1 0^ 


CM 


CM 




CM 


CM 


ed 


CO 


m 


O 




m 




1 


o 


00 


"O 


in 


CO 


u. 




00 


o 




CO 




CM 










CO 


Cd 

S 

£ 




H 


B 



o 

ERIC 




'osi 

CO 

a. 



LO 



CO 



Fig. 11: Personnel at technikons , 2000 
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Fig. 12a: Students at universities 1994, 1997 and 2000 
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Fig. 12b: Number of students at technikons 1994, 1997 and 2000 
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The student enrolment at Technikon South Africa for the corresponding years were 67 874, 80 325 and 42 411. Comparing the student 
numbers for these three years the highest enrolment of approximately 197 000 occurred during 1997, while the enrolment for the other 
two years totalled approximately 170 000. 



Fig. 13a: Learner enrolment for 1993 to 2000 and forecasts for 2001 to 2010 for the Eastern Cape 
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Fig. 13c: Learner enrolment for 1993 to 2000 and forecasts for 2001 to 2010 for Gauteng 
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Fig. 13e: Learner enrolment for 1993 to 2000 and forecasts for 2001 to 2010 for IVIpumalanga 
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The admission of learners at the age of seven years had a visible effect on the enrolment of learners during the past three years in the 
primary school. The effect of this lower enrolment will also influence the enrolment of the primary school for the next five years and the 
secondary school for the following five years. No external influences were used in the forecast model. 



Fig. 14: Comparison between the performance in NCIVIERACY (IMLA ), 
MATHEMATICS (TIMSS-R) and the pass rate in MATHEMATICS (Grade 12 final exam) per province 
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